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Centre for Neuro Skills Staff Receives Special Certification

Bakersfield, CA, February 20, 2007 – Clinical staff members at the Centre for Neuro Skills (CNS) have received a unique certification from the American Academy for the Certification of Brain Injury Specialists (AACBIS) becoming Certified Brain Injury Specialists. According to Dr. Mark J. Ashley, President of CNS, the certification process was established to create high training standards for the rehabilitation community regarding brain injuries. Only a small number of practitioners have received this designation nationally and CNS is the first post acute care brain injury provider to partner with the Brain Injury Association of America to train all eligible staff at a single time.
“Brain injury can be among the most traumatic conditions that any individual can have,” said Ashley.  “It is imperative that Individuals with brain injury receive the best possible care and treatment from the initial acute hospitalization through the rehabilitative process eventually returning to as normal a life as possible.”  

With 60 CNS staff members located in Bakersfield and Encino, California and Dallas, Texas receiving this special certification, CNS continues to be at the forefront in providing rehabilitation programs for individuals with traumatic brain injury.  As a commitment to continued leadership, CNS is one of the first to establish an on-going training program to insure that all current and newly eligible employees that meet the ACCBIS standards become certified.

Since a wide array of care is required to treat those with traumatic brain injuries, the AACBIS certification establishes best practices for the training of individuals who work in brain injury services and rehabilitation.  AACBIS is managed by a Board of Directors comprised of experienced professionals in the field of brain injury rehabilitation.
The certification comprehensively addresses the following specific issues as they relate to treating those with a brain injury:
· Incidence and epidemiology of brain injury 

· Continuum of services 

· Brain anatomy and brain-behavior relationships 

· Functional impact of brain injury 

· Effective treatment approaches 

· Children and adolescents with brain injury 

· Health and medical management 

· Family issues 

· Legal and ethical issues 
Background
Over 1.4 million people experience traumatic brain injury annually at an estimated direct and indirect medical cost of over $60 billion a year.   Founded in 1980, Centre for Neuro Skills is an experienced and respected resource of rehabilitation programs for people with brain injury. With facilities in Bakersfield and Los Angeles, California, and Dallas, Texas, CNS provides intensive, cost-effective and outcome-driven residential, outpatient, and community and home rehabilitation programs for individuals recovering from all types of brain injury.  In addition, assisted living services are available at CNS.
The purpose of all rehabilitation programs at CNS is to reduce disabilities while obtaining the maximum independence and highest quality of life in the least restrictive setting for our clients.

For more information contact John D. Schultz, Vice President, Centre for Neuro Skills, 
(972) 580-8500.  jschultz@cnsneuro.com or visit www.neuroskills.com.
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