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Expert Commentary Available to Discuss Iraq 
Brain Injury Issues
Bakersfield, CA, March 2, 2007 -   The California Brain Injury Association (CALBIA) can provide  many local and national representatives of both state and national Associations that can speak specifically on the issues surrounding the disparity that exists between:

-
the reported number of servicemen and women who are suffering brain injuries from 
blasts in Iraq and Afghanistan (20,000 vs. 200,000); 

-
the large number of these veterans returning home with brain injuries and the small 
number of trained Veterans Administration care providers that are subsequently unable 
handle the patient load; 
-
the desperate need these soldiers have for post-acute cognitive treatment and their 
lack of access to that care; and
-
the VA's efforts to "staff up" internally to meet the demand versus using the established 
national network of post-acute rehabilitation facilities already experienced in rehabilitating 
people with all forms of brain injury.
CALBIA can also put you in immediate contact with the following subject matter experts:

Susan Connors - President and CEO, Brain Injury Association of America. Susan is also on the board of the Bob Woodruff Family Fund for TBI, knows Bob and Lee quite well, and was featured in ABC News Now segment yesterday linked below:


“Surviving Brain Trauma: Patients face physical and emotional obstacles on their road to recovery” – http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=2908559
Dr. Mark Ashley - Chairman of the Board, Brain Injury Association of America and President and CEO of Centre for Neuro Skills (facilities in California, and with headquarters in Bakersfield, CA).  Mark was recently featured in Monday's ABC News article by Dan Childs - see link below:

“The Journey back from Brain Injury” -http://abcnews.go.com/Health/WoodruffReports/story?id=2900192&page=1
Dr. Greg O'Shanick - Board member of the Brain Injury  Association of America and President and Medical Director of Neurorehabilitation Services in Midlothian, VA. Greg was also featured in the Dan Childs article linked above.

Joseph Richert - President of Special Tree Rehabilitation Services in Romulus, MI (facilities in Romulus, Troy, Livonia and Midland), and incoming board chair of the Brain Injury Association of America. Joe can comment on how Auto No-Fault here in Michigan is the primary reason brain-injured survivors have been able to gain access to the cognitive treatment Bob Woodruff is talking about - the treatment too-often denied by insurance companies to other brain-injured individuals around the country.
About the California Brain Injury Association
The California Brain Injury Association (CALBIA) was formed in 2005 to work with the people of California to create a better future through brain injury prevention, research, education and advocacy.  As a State Affiliate of the Brain Injury Association of America (BIAA), the CALBIA represents all Californians who live with a lifelong disability as a result of brain injury, as well as their families, and the researchers, clinicians and professionals who provide treatment and long term care services.   
For more information contact Mark J. Ashley, Sc. D, Chairman of the Board, CALBIA at (661) 872-4903.  mashley@neuroskills.com or visit www.calbia.org
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